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£> RIGHTS OF MAN. 

* to their different abilities , without any other diflinfiion than tint 

* created by their virtues and talents • 

* VII. No man fhould be accufed, arrefted, or held in con- 
finement, except in cafes determined by the law, and according 

* to the forms which it has prefcribed. All who promote, folicit, 

* execute, or caufe to be executed, arbitrary orders, ought to be 

* punifhed ; and every citizen called upon, or apprehended by 

* virtue of the law, ought immediately to obey, and renders him- 
felf culpable by refiftance. 

f VIII. The law ought to impofe no other penalties but fucfc > 

* as are abfolutely and evidently neceffary; and no one ought tb l 

* be punifhed, but in ?irtue of a law promulgated before the of. 

* fence,, and legally applied. 

* IX. Every man being prefumed innocent till he has been con- 
V viCied, whenever his detention becomes indifpenfible, all rigour 

$o him, more than is neceffary to fecure his perfon, ought to be \ 
provided againft by the law. 

* X. No man ought to be molefted on account of his opinions, 
c not even on accoun t of his religious opinions, provided his avowal 

* of them does not difturb the public order eftablifhed by the law. 
f XI. The unreftrained communication of thoughts and opinions 

* being one of the molt precious rights of man, every citizen may 
’* fpeak, write," and publifh freely, provided he is refponfible for 
4 the abufc of this liberty in cafes determined by the law. 

XII. A public force being neceffary to give fecurity to the 
*' rights of men and of citizens, that force is inftituted for the be- 

* nefit'of the community, and not for the particular benefit of the 
x perfons with whom it is entrufled. 

* XIII. A common contribution being neceffary for the Aipport 

* of the public force, and for defraying the other expences of go- 

* vernment, it ought to be divided equally among the members of 
the community, according to their abilities. 

* XIV Every citizen has a right, either by himfelf or his re- 

* prefentative, to a free voice in determining the neceffity of public 

* contributions, the appropriation of them, and their amount, mode 

* of affeffment, and duration. 

* XV. Every community has a right to demand of all it* 

* agents, an account of their conduCI. 

* XVI. Every community 'in which a reparation of powers and 

* a fecurity of rights is not provided for, wants a conftitution. 

f XVII. The right to property being inviolable and facred, no 

* one ought to be deprived of it, except in cafes of evident public 

* necefiity, legally afcejtained, and on condition of a previous juft 
f indemnity.” 
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OBSERVATIONS 

ON THE 

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 

THE three firfl: articles comprehend in general terms, the whole 
of a Declaration of Rights: All the fticceeding articles either ori- 
ginate from them, or follow as elucidations. The 4th, 5th, and 
6th, define more particularly what is only generally exprelied in 

the 1 ft, 2d, and 3d. c 

The 7 th, 8th, qth, 10th, and nth articles, are declaratory oi 
principles upon which laws (hall be conftru&ed conformable to 
rights already declared. But it is queftioned by fome very goo. 
people in France, as well as in other countries, whether tne iotli 
article fufficiently guarantees the right it is intended to accord 
with: befides which, it takes off from the divine dignity ei reli- 
gion, and weakens its operative force upon the mind, to make it 
a fubieft of human laws. It then prefents ltfclf to Man, luce light 
intercepted by a cloudy medium, in which the fource of it is 
obfeured from his fight, and he fees nothing to reverence m the 

The remaining articles, beginning with the twelfth, are fob- 
ftantially contained in the principles of the preceding articles ; out, 
in the particular fituation in which France then was, having tounao 
what was wrong, as well as to fet up what was right, it v> as 
proper to be more particular than what in another condition oi 

things would be neceffary. , XT • , » r • 

While the Declaration of Rights was before the National Ai- 
fembly, fome of its members remarked, that if a Declaration o 
Rights was publifhed, it fhould be accompanied by a Declaration 
of Duties. The obfervation difeovered a mind that refle.ted, 
and it only erred by not reflecting far enough. A Declaration ot 

* There is a Angle idea, which, if it {trikes rightly upon the mind either in 
a legal or a religious fenfe, will prevent any man, or any body ot men, pr any 
government, from going wrong on the fubjea of Re.igion j which is, that e- 
fore any human inftitutions of government were knuwn >n the won there exilted, 
if l may fo exprefs it, a compact between God and Man, from the begin nmg Oi. 
lime: and that as the relation and condition which man in r.is individual perjon 
Hands in towards his Maker, cannot be changed, or any-ways alte. d by any 
human laws or human authority, that religious devotion, which is a part-.ot 
thiscompadt, cannot fo much as be made a fubjea: of humm laws * and chat all 
laws mult conform themlelves to this prior exifting compact, and not aflame 
to make the compaft conform to the laws, which, behdes being human, are 
rubfequent thereto. The firlt adt of man, when he looked around and .aw 
himfelf a creature which he did not ma .e, and a world furnifhed lor his recep- 
tion, muft have been devotion, and devotion muft ever continue facred to ewiy 
individual man* as it appears right to him j and governments do mifehief by 
interfering. 
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